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 Despite the fact that we 
have had many members 
renew already, we still 
have over half of our members who have not.

As you know, we rely upon membership dues and bucket 
raffles to fund our speakers, maintain our website, and to 
publish our newsletter.

Our club depends on loyal smallmouth enthusiasts like 
yourself. If you have not renewed, please print out the form 
found in this newsletter. Better yet, consider renewing for 
multiple years to avoid the annual hassle.

Please take the time to renew today. Thank you!

by Mike Simon, treasurer/membership

Please renew your
membership

Find form on page 5.



When working the spinnerbait in an undulating, 
herky-jerky motion, the skirt and blades create a 
tempting morsel for the smallie. In fact, the entire 
combination, even on the slow steady retrieve, gives 
the impression of two or three bait fish or a larger 
predator in pursuit of a minnow. 

Most spinnerbaits come with a stiff, single hook 
which should be resharpened occasionally. The single 
hook caught in the smallieʼs hard jaw can have a ten-
dency to loosen during head shakes with the jewelry 
flying about. 

Always have a rod rigged with your favorite, ap-
propriate spinnerbait for the water you are fishing. 
When your tube, wacky worm, or grub tail doesnʼt per-
form in your targeted area, throw the spinnerbait a 
few times. Make your first cast a little shallower to get 
those in the water column that are looking up. Then 
slow your retrieve and let the lure work deeper for the 
bottom lurking smallie. 

Work your likely areas well. Or, you 
can start out with the spinnerbait to 
locate the bass because you can 
cover a lot of territory in a short 
amount of time. After one or two fish 
are successfully landed, the fish 
could become wary of your spinner-
bait. Then tempt them with the wacky, 
tube, or grub tail. 
Another advantage to the spinnerbait 
is that it is nearly weedless/snagless. 

Sure it will hang up occasionally, but not as often as a 
crank bait or other treble hook bait. Also it is easier to 
lip-lift your catch and a single hook is easier to re-
move from your finger than two barbs of a treble – 
ouch!

The lead sentence in the article was so many 
lures, etc., etc. You have floaters, suspenders, deep 
divers, ones with rattles, ones with feathers, and 
those that run to a depth of 5ʼ, 7ʼ, 12ʼ, and so on. One 
bait does nearly all of that.

On two guided trips this summer and fall, the 
guides had their “preferred bait” that they wanted to 
make sure would be successful. When action slowed, 
the author grabbed his spinnerbait, which was already 
rigged on the other rod. SUCCESS - both trips!

The last fish of the season was caught in air tem-
perature of 33 degrees and with a water temperature 
only in the 40ʼs. Just slow down the retrieve. Spinner-
baits are not supposed to be for cold weather, but you 
couldnʼt prove it by last Octoberʼs performance. Give 
the spinnerbait a try.

So many places, so many fish, so little time. Add 
one more - so many lures! However, of the 200+ lures 
in our arsenal, we depend on only a few. The rest 
gather dust, and rust. There are different baits for 
every occasion, but every occasion also has many 
different baits. We plan for depth, water clarity, water 
temperature, wind, etc. One lure gives the fisherman 
flexibility in all those situations. 

You can fish it fast, slow, shallow, or deep. Itʼs the 
spinnerbait. A spinnerbait is an attractive combination 
of jig, streamer, and spinner, which are all good baits 
in themselves. We all have our favorites. Before the 
Rapala, there was the Dare Devil and Mepps Spin-
ners. Remember selling squirrel tails to Mepps in An-
tigo for 10 cents a tail?

Of course, the spinnerbait has its 
own share of options. There are 
many shapes and colors of blades – 
willow, Colorado, Indiana, hammered, 
colored, silver, etc. In fact, you could 
fill your tackle back with all the varia-
tions of spinnerbaits that have caught 
fish at one time or another.

However, in this writerʼs opinion 
the angler only needs three colors 
and one blade combo. The best col-
ors are gold and/or chartreuse for stained or murky 
water and silver for clear lakes and streams. The 
larger willow blade as the trailer and a smaller Colo-
rado blade with a contrasting color as the lead spinner 
is your best bet.

The next option is weight. A 1/8 ounce is prefer-
able in the spring when the smaller bait fish are 
prevalent, or you want a slower retrieve. The 3/8 
ounce will take the lure deeper and create more 
commotion. If surface disturbance is desired, hold the 
rod tip high and retrieve slightly faster and you can 
create a bubbling stream similar to escaping min-
nows.

When casting in shallow water, and with the 
lighter bait, pull your rod tip back and hold the line so 
that the lure drops softly and doesnʼt spook fish. 

The jig head and skirt is the third option after the 
blades and weight. There are many skirts available to 
suit the water clarity situation. Replacement skirts are 
cheap and the colors can be changed in less than a 
minute onto the jig head.

A lure for all occasions
by Jerry Pasdo
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We finally have decided on club trips for the year. 
Last year we did one trip, and for 2013 we have de-
cided to schedule two trips as follows:

June 20, 21, 22, and 23 Flambeau River. Dan 
Johnson, Jerry Pasdo, and Andy Davidson will be 
heading up on Thursday, June 20, 2013 to the Park 
Falls area to fish two sections of the Flambeau River 
where we are confident of catching lots of small-
mouth, and possibly even muskies.

The two sections that we will float are shown on 
the map on page 4. Dan Johnson and Andy Davidson 
did both floats last year in July (when it was over 90 
degrees!) and believe me, there are some very nice 
fish in these two stretches of the river.

There is some wading possible, but the best fish-
ing is obtained by floating the river. There are some 
minor rapids in both stretches, but depending on wa-
ter levels, these rapids are very navigable using ca-
noe, kayak, or inflatable pontoon craft.

While everyone may not be able to go for the 
three or four days, we have scheduled two weekend 
days for those who are still employed. We will be stay-

ing at the Flambeau Forest Inn (715) 332-5405. There 
are a total of six motel rooms available at this location 
($50.00/night for a double). We have all ready booked 
two rooms, and at this time there are still four more 
rooms available.

This motel has a restaurant, but is not open for 
breakfast, so breakfast will be on your own. If the 
Flambeau Forest in is full, we have stayed at the 
Edge of Town Motel in Park Falls, and they usually 
have rooms available.

July 13. Wisconsin River. This will be a day trip 
with several starting and ending possibilities. These 
sections are again shown on page 4.

The tricky currents under the old railroad bridge 
should be navigated along the far right bank. Other-
wise, there are no rapids in this section of the Wis-
consin, so the trip should be relatively uneventful - 
with the exception of the many large smallmouth that 
we anticipate landing in these sections. Access will 
always be on the west/north side of the river which 
will make the shuttles easy and short.

If you want to do an overnight, the Cedarberry Inn 
in Sauk City is very nice.

Please contact Andy Davidson 608-338-2639 re-
garding interest in either of these trips.

Trips, trips, trips
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8 mi.

5.5 mi.

4.1 mi.

Wisconsin River floats

Carry-out

Carry-in

VFW landing

Paved ramp and parking
Water and toilets

Big Bear Lodge
Tavern and food

Unimproved gravel ramp
Roadside parking

Steep dirt launch
Parking
Water and toilets

Carry-in only
Steep bank with steps

Flambeau Forest Inn

Barnaby Rapids
        Easy

Carry-in only

Flambeau River Trips
Smallmouth and  Musky

Price Lakes Road runs between Hwy W and Hwy 70
3 mi. SE of Flambeau Forest Inn. 
(GPS recommended)

Crowley - 9 Mile 1.45 mi. Good wading, lots 
  of aquatic bugs.

9Mile - Deadmanʼs 5.2   mi.  Easy float

Deadmanʼs - Oxbo 6.2   mi.  About a 7 hr. float

Oxbo - Hwy W Almost 10 mi., isolated.
  Never did this one.
  Has been highly
  recommended  by locals.

Canoe rental available at Nine Mile 
Tavern and Big Bear Lodge.



It’s Time To Renew Your Membership!
Our membership year runs from January 1 through December 31. We rely on membership 

dues and our bucket raffles to fund our speakers and our newsletter. Now is the time to renew 
for the coming year! Please support the Smallmouth Alliance. You can renew at the next meet-
ing, or use the form enclosed in this newsletter. Be sure to include your email address. Thank 
you for your continued support!

YES, I WANT TO RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP!

[ ] Individual $20  [ ] Family $25

Name __________________________________ Phone _________________________

Street __________________________________ email __________________________

City __________________________________ State __________ Zip ____________

Make checks payable to: WSA

Mail to: Wisconsin Smallmouth Alliance, Ltd.
 2701 Gust Road
 Verona, WI 53593

The Badger Fly Fishers 
are hosting their 25th anniversary 
Spring Opener on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9th.

Itʼs a full day of all things fly 
fishing, including programs, ven-
dors, fly tiers and much, much 
more.

The BFF regular meetings will 
be held on the 4th Mondays of 
February and March as usual.

www.badgerflyfishers.org/

The Capital City Chapter 
of Muskies, Inc. is holding 
their very popular, 12th annual 
Muskie School on Saturday, 
March 16th. Register soon if you 
are interested.

Their Annual Fundraiser will be 
held on Saturday, April 20th. Mike 
Keyes will present a program.

www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org

The Yahara Fishing Clubʼs 
February meeting is their clubʼs 
auction/fundraiser.

Itʼs on Tuesday, February 12th.

www.yaharafishingclub.org

Coming events of our fellow clubs
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Our Next Meeting:

Wisconsin Smallmouth Alliance meetings are normally held on the third Tuesday of each month. 
The Badger Fly Fishers meet on the fourth Monday.

Both groups meet at the Mapletree Restaurant on Highway 51, in McFarland, Wisconsin. Programs 
begin at 7:00 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m. Visitors and guests are always welcome!

Tuesday
February 19th

Upcoming Events:
Tuesday, February 19th 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 12th 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 16th

WSA Monthly Meeting, Mike Jacobs, "Fly Fishing Overlooked
Waters for Trophy Smallmouth Bass."

WSA Monthly Meeting, Ron Barefield, “Fishing the Madison 
Chain”

WSA Monthly Meeting, Annual Fundraiser Auction

Fly Fishing Overlooked Waters for Trophy Smallmouth Bass
Mike Jacobs

Overlooked waters - you 
probably drive by them all the 
time when youʼre on your way to 
your favorite spot.

Mike will tell us how to find 
them, fish them, and make them 
some of our new favorites.


