
If you encounter problems 
with a new boat, The Dealer 
Makes a Difference! 
This spring I started looking for a 
tunnel hull boat to fish the Lower 
Wisconsin River.  
E x p e r i e n c e 
showed that my 
buddy�s tunnel 
got around in that 
shallow, sandy 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
much better than 
my semi-V fishing 
boat.  

A l u m a c r a f t 
e n j o y s  a n 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
reputation for building strong, reliable 
fishing boats.  I discovered they also 
have a line of all-welded tunnel hulls.  
In checking with the two nearest 
Alumacraft dealers, I was amazed to 
find that one refused to sell tunnel hull 
boats and the other had sold only one 
or two in all his years in business!   

I settled on M&M Marine in 
Savanna IL, a little over two hours 
from my new home near Lone Rock.  
Tim Martens sells dozens of tunnel 
hulls every year, carrying models from 
both Alumacraft and DuraCraft. 

Alumacraft does not 
often deliver a new boat 
with multiple leaks, or 
they would not have the 
reputation and loyal 
following they enjoy.  
Well, I found four 
leaks in my brand 
new, all-welded tunnel 
hull!  Naturally, I 
returned the boat as soon 
as possible.   

Alumacraft�s Customer 
Service rep had already called 
when I returned home.  He explained 
that they wanted �one chance to fix 
it�.  He proposed that the dealer have 
the leaks welded locally, and if I had 
any more problems they would replace 
the boat.  Sounded reasonable. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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In this issue: 

September Speaker:  Kurt Welke, DNR  
Fish Biologist Madison Area 

Kurt�s informal talk and question 
& answer session was re-scheduled 
from last April to our September 
meeting.  Come put your questions 
to someone who really knows the 
fishery! 

The meeting will be on Wednes-
day, September 15th at Smokey 
Bones, meeting starts at 7:00 pm, 
come early for dinner.   
Meetings are always open to the 
public, bring a friend. 

 

Editor:  Rick Reese rjreese@tds.net 

 

Got out on The River for 
a little while after work 
on Monday 8/2 - landed 
the same Smallie 3 
times!  These fish are in-
credibly vulnerable to 
angling pressure!  Man-
aged a few others also, 
lost a couple dandies 
that I could not pull 
downstream out of the 
hole they were in.  Rick 

�Business End� of Rick�s new, leak-free Tunnel Hull 
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venting a bite through the shirt. This product applied 
to the shirt and top part of your waders (for ticks) and 
allowed to dry for a day outdoors will bind to the fab-
ric and last through many washings (some say at 
least 13 ). 

 The only time the Skintastic has failed me in the last 
4 years of use was on the Brule specie of the No-See-
Ums�.they will eat through anything!! These prod-
ucts are available in the camping department of Wal-
Mart, Gander Mtn. etc. Try this combination and I 
will assure you complete bug protection especially 
this year�.good fishing!! 

John Gribb 

Now that mosquitoes, ticks, and no-see-ums are about 
to ruin your outings on the streams and lakes���
there is an answer that works to make your adven-
tures bug free!!! Two products in combination have 
solved the problem of bugs making you miserable  
while trying to fish. They are Johnson Wax Skintastic 
insect repellant and Repel brand of permethrin 
(pyrethrum) aerosol spray for clothing. 

For some reason the Skintastic (combination sun-
screen spf 30 and Deet) works so well that one appli-
cation in the AM lasts all day and no bug will bite 
where it was applied�.it is the best protection money 
can buy!! The pyrethrum spray on your fishing shirts 
will kill insects within seconds on contact thus pre-

WSA Incorporates 
Mike, Steve and Reggie continue to work on the paper-
work necessary to qualify for Non Profit status, which 
will make contributions to the club tax-deductible.  One 
restriction that will impose is that the club cannot lobby 
for or against legislation.  Members can continue this 
activity, but must be careful not to represent the club in 
their efforts. 

It�s now official, our club is the Wisconsin Smallmouth 
Alliance, LTD.  This accomplishes one of the major ob-
jectives Mike Simon set when he became our president, 
and provides club officers and members with some pro-
tection from liability in the event of mishaps at club 
functions. 
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Boat Dealers, cont. 
(Continued from page 1) 

Tim and his crew thoroughly examined and tested the 
boat, finding a couple of additional leaks.  At this 
point they really �went to bat� for me, bypassed the 
�fix it solution�  and ordered a replacement boat. 

Nobody expected the second boat to leak!  But, 
once bitten - twice shy.  Upon getting it home, I got 
out my trusty garden hose and put about 8� of water 
in the boat.  After setting overnight (so the hull 
stopped sweating from the cold water), my 
examination the next morning found leaks in 
this boat also!  Most of these were pin holes that 
only seeped slightly, and it�s understandable how an 
on-the-water test would have missed them.  They 
would, however, get the interior of the boat wet and 
keep it that way, slowly accumulating water inside. 

This long tale has a happy ending, thanks to the 
commitment to customer satisfaction of Tim 
Martens at M&M Marine, and Alumacraft.  After 
much discussion and good advice from Tim, he gave 
me full retail credit for my 15� boat & 25 hp Honda 

tiller motor (now a used motor with a couple hours on 
it) against a very good deal on a 16� Center Console 
model with a 50 hp Merc.  This is a great boat!  I am 
now able to run incredibly thin water and get 
anywhere I want to go.  Steve Winters quotes Gene 
Van Dycke as saying his tunnel hull will run in 
�heavy dew� - pretty close to the truth! 

Tim�s level of concern for the troubles I 
experienced and the half a season I missed 
turned me from a very disgruntled customer to a 
strong supporter of M&M Marine!   

Tim carries boats from Alumacraft, Mirrocraft, 
DuraCraft and Odyssey.  He powers them with 
motors from Mercury and Honda.  M&M Marine is 
located right on the Mississippi River at Savanna, IL 
(about 30 miles south of Galena).  Tim can be reached 
at (815) 273-3545 or marine@internetni.com.  Check 
him out the next time you�re in the market for a 
boat! 

 

Bug protection that works!! 

mailto:marine@internetni.com.


WSA Summer Outing - Mercer Area  
fishing in before the evening fish fry.  When I was up 
there in June, I checked out Club 51�s fish fry (again) 
and found it is still quite good.  Salad bar included.  
They even have Johnny Walker Black in the bar! 

Mike has unfortunately injured his shoulder, and will 
probably still be wearing a sling at that time.  Sounds 
like he will not be doing much fishing.  I suspect if 
you�re real nice to him, you may get him to act as a 
guide.   

A few of us have fished some of the local water.  Mike 
has a list of area lakes with good Smallmouth popula-
tions, and many lakes hold Musky also.  Morning 
and/or evening strategy sessions with review of lake 
maps should be productive.   

OK guys, time to get a head count.  Who�s com-
ing?  If you plan to come up, will you be staying at 
Mike�s?  Do you plan on making it in time for the Fri-
day night fish fry at Club 51?  Are you bringing a 
boat?  Please email me, or call Mike, so we can 
get a handle on this. 

Mike plans to open up his cottage around noon 
on Friday, August 20th and close it sometime 
Sunday morning, August 22nd.  If you prefer pri-
vacy to camaraderie, O�Leary�s Club 51 has cheap mo-
tel rooms.  Nothing fancy, just a bed and bathroom, 
but cheap.  Mike�s place has full cooking facilities in-
cluding grills, or there are many restaurants in the 
area. 

I plan on arriving early enough on Friday to get some 
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�Doc Zavadsky 
and some really 
nice bass caught  
yesterday after-
noon  a ways 
d o w n s t r e a m  
from the one  
Todd Koehn is 
holding.   About 
130 miles down-
stream if my cal-
culations are cor-

rect.   Doc's were 17", 
18", 19" and then a 
bunch of " average" 
fish.   All were caught 
on one of my pencil 
poppers.�   Steve  Win-
ters 7/2/2004 

�Saturday, Larry Moth-
ershead and I headed 
for Lake Michigan ar-
riving about 4:30AM.  
As we drove in to 
launch it was windy, 
checked the lake...3' - 5' waves.  We were not as brave as Jon 
White and Dave Price, so we headed back home to fish Men-
dota.  We launched about 6:30 getting to one of my favorite 
locations before 7:00. 

We took with us minnows, leeches, night crawlers and cut 

baits to use on slip 
bobbers and a Men-
dota rig.  The focus 
was large cats. As 
soon as we got our 
poles in the water, 
the bobbers were 
going down.  We 
were getting bites 
from everything 
from bluegill, white 
bass, yellow bass, 
walleye, bullheads, rock 
bass, Smallmouth, gar, sheephead, perch and of course cat-
fish. For the day, I estimate that we had over 100 bites.  We 
went through 6 dozen night crawlers, 2 dozen minnows, and 2 
dozen leeches.  When we quit for the day, we were out of bait 
except for a few leeches. 

For the day we had 11 catfish (3 over 30", largest at 33", most 
others in the mid 20s), 20+ Smallmouth (largest 19"), 3 wall-
eye (largest 18.5"), 6 large bluegill (largest 9.5"), plus all of 
the other types of fish we caught including a gar that was al-
most boated before it got off. 

We didn't make Lake Michigan, but made up for it with a 
great catch on Mendota!�                    Jeff Western 7/18/2004 

Editor�s note:  Jeff recently joined our club and is an avid and 
enthusiastic fisherman.  He probably gets out more often, and 
catches more fish, than anyone else I know, with the possible ex-
ception of some of the full-time guides.  He routinely releases all 
fish brought into his boat. 

SUMMER FISHING REPORTS 

Jeff with 20.5� LM 6/26/04 

Doc with a couple of those Smallies 



2701 Gust Road 
Verona, WI  53593 

WISCONSIN 
SMALLMOUTH 

ALLIANCE 

Upcoming Events 
All Summer                                           FISHING!  Anywhere, anytime.  �A day spent   
                                                                 fishing is added to your life!� 

August 20th thru 22nd                       WSA summer outing based at Mike Simon�s      
                                                                 place near Turtle Flambeau Flowage 

September 15th                                    First meeting of the new �Wisconsin Small       
                                                                 mouth Alliance, Ltd.�  at Smokey Bones             
                                                                 Speaker Kurt Welke, DNR Fish Biologist 

Next meeting Wednesday, September 15th, 7:00 pm at Smokey Bones.  Come 
early for dinner.  In the mean time, go fishing!  Stay tuned for information on summer 
outings.  Call or email any of the people listed above to set up an outing, or just to find 
someone to fish with. 
 

 
www.wisconsinsmallmouth.com 

 

Mailing Address Line 1 
Mailing Address Line 2 
Mailing Address Line 3 
Mailing Address Line 4 
Mailing Address Line 5 

  

 
Mike Simon, President 

Home  (608) 848-3770 
Office (608) 273-4448 

Fax (608) 848-4234 

Steve Winters, Vice President (608) 524-6348 
swinters@jvl.net 

Reggie Gauger, Treasurer (608) 845-6931 
 

Steve Wall, Membership (608) 838-7920 
walls@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu 

Rick Reese, Newsletter (608) 583-2190 
rjreese@tds.net 
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